
**COMPLETE THIS FORM TO INITIATE SUPPLIER SCOUTING** 
MEPNN Supplier Scouting Opportunity Synopsis 

☐ *The submitting organization (ex. MEP Center, requesting company, federal/state agency) agrees to notify NIST MEP of
the status of actions taken as a result of this scouting instance within 30 days after receiving a results
report.  Notification should be via email to scouting@nist.gov, indicating the following: 
• Contact with matches identified in report complete and supply contract awarded, process complete
• Contact with matches identified in report complete and no supply contract awarded, process complete
• Contact with matches identified in report complete and supply negotiations underway, process in progress
• Contact with matches identified in report underway; supply negotiations not yet begun; process in progress
• Contact with matches identified in report not yet begun, process in progress
• Contact with matches identified in report will not occur within the next 6-months, process complete

___________days 
Opportunities will be posted for 30 days unless specified 

 Item to be Scouted 

 Please describe the item application/ the end use of item.*  Provide the item number if applicable: (N95 Mask vs Protective Mask). 

 Supplier Scouting Number (NIST MEP use) 

 Scouting customer/product NAICS Code, if known 
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1.Supplier Inform
ation

a. Type of supplier being sought*
☐ Manufacturer ☐ Contract Manufacturer ☐ Distributor
☐ Other __________________________________________________________________________

b. Reason for scouting submission*
☐ 2nd Supplier ☐ Price ☐ Re-shore ☐ Past supplier no longer available
☐ New Product Startup
☐ Other __________________________________________________________________________

2.Sum
m

ary of Technical Specifications and
Perform

ance R
equirem

ents:
a. Describe the manufacturing processes (elaborate to provide as much detail as possible).*

b. Provide dimensions / size / tolerances / performance specifications for the item.*

c. List required materials needed to make the product, including materials of product components.*

mailto:scouting@nist.gov
https://www.census.gov/naics/


5.Additional
Com

m
ents:

Is there other information you would like to include? 

Photos or diagrams of the item (helpful but not required). 

2.Sum
m

ary of Technical Specifications and Perform
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R
equirem

ents cont:

d. Are there applicable certification requirements?*     ☐ Yes     ☐ No
Please explain

e. Are there applicable regulations?* ☐ Yes     ☐ No
Please explain

f. Are there any other standards, requirements, etc.?* ☐ Yes     ☐ No
Please explain

g. Additional Comments: Is there other information that would impact the item’s performance or
usefulness? Please explain.
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3.Volum
e and

Pricing
 

3a. Estimated potential business volume (i.e., # Units Per Day, Month, Year) *: 

b. Estimated target price / unit cost information (if unavailable explain) *:

4.Delivery Requirem
ents:

a. When is it needed by? (Immediate, 30 Days, 6 months, etc.)*

b. Describe packaging requirements (i.e., individually/group packaging)*

c. Where will this item be shipped? *
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	The submitting organization ex MEP Center requesting company federalstate agency agrees to notify NIST MEP of: On
	Item to be Scouted: Pluggable Optic Modules
	Please describe the item application the end use of item Provide the item number if applicable N95 Mask vs Protective MaskRow1: A pluggable optical module is a transceiver used in high-bandwidth data communications applications. Optical modules usually have an electrical interface on the side that connects to the inside of the system and an optical interface on the side that connects to the outside world through a fiber optic cable. Pluggables help to transport reliable and fast signals, enhancing connectivity and Internet efficiency for a high number of users at a time. Pluggable optics can be used for both telecommunications and data communications purposes, making this solution useful in both the commercial and residential spheres. 
	Supplier Scouting Number NIST MEP use: 2023-007
	Scouting customerproduct NAICS Code if known: 335921
	undefined: On
	undefined_2: Off
	undefined_3: Off
	Other: 
	2nd Supplier: Off
	Price: Off
	Reshore: On
	Past supplier no longer available: Off
	New Product Startup: Off
	Other_2: Off
	undefined_4: 
	a Describe the manufacturing processes elaborate to provide as much detail as possibleTECHNICAL INFORMATION: Process is typical of electronic devices: semiconductor manufacture, printed circuit board fabrication and assembly, chassis assembly, programming and testing. 
	b Provide dimensions  size  tolerances  performance specifications for the itemTECHNICAL INFORMATION: Typical sizes (other pluggables are similar)
SFP: 8.5mm x 13.4mm x 56.5mm
QSFP: 8.5mm x 18.35mm x 72.4mm
	c List required materials needed to make the product including materials of product componentsTECHNICAL INFORMATION: Laser diode emitters and detectors, integrated circuits, passive and active electronic components. Printed circuit boards, metal chassis.
	d Are there applicable certification requirements: Yes
	d Are there applicable certification requirements Yes No Please explain: Pluggable optical modules must adhere to specific standards regarding optical and electrical power, frequency, noise, etc. All interfaces (electrical and optical) must adhere to the specific standards as these are interchangeable devices that must meet stringent optical and electrical specifications for the device itself (e.g. SFP) and particular specifications for optical power, frequency, etc. Certifications are required to protect the other equipment mated to the pluggable optical module.
	e Are there applicable regulations: Yes_2
	e Are there applicable regulations Yes No Please explain: Some regulation regarding emitted signals (e.g. FCC Part 15), Laser output classifications, etc. that are typical of electronics devices and laser-optical systems.
	f Are there any other standards requirements etc: Yes_3
	f Are there any other standards requirements etc Yes No Please explain: See standards definitions for appropriate pluggable module type and protocol from IEEE and industry MSA.
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/1441400 
	g Additional Comments Is there other information that would impact the items performance or usefulness Please explain: Given the critical nature of our nation's telecommunications infrastructure, reliability of pluggable optical modules is extremely important. Care should be taken to benchmark specifications for operating conditions (ie. temperature, humidity, etc.), MTBF, etc. with competing manufacturer's pluggable modules.
	3a Estimated potential business volume ie  Units Per Day Month Year: Unavailable.
	b Estimated target price  unit cost information if unavailable explain: Wide range based on speed and type of optical interface. Prices range from $20 for common gigabit to $10,000 or more for ultra-high-speed and specialized applications (e.g. DWDM).
	a When is it needed by Immediate 30 Days 6 months etc4 Delivery Requirements: 18 months
	b Describe packaging requirements ie individuallygroup packaging4 Delivery Requirements: Exist as single unit sales and groups. Typically packaged in protective, cushioning foam (form-cut to fit the modules) inside cardboard boxes. Group packaging typically for smaller number of units, 10-20.
	c Where will this item be shipped 4 Delivery Requirements: Across the U.S (state dependent)
	Is there other information you would like to includeRow1: 
	Check Box1: Off
	timeToScout: 


